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than solve the problem. Transparency
and scientific integrity should not be
debased into political buzz words easily
cast aside for the sake of political fa-
vors.

Mr. Speaker, the American people de-
serve better. They deserve to know the
truth about Yucca Mountain. It’s out-
rageous that they must go to court to
get it.

———

PUT ASIDE POLITICS FOR
DISASTER RELIEF

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Connecticut (Mr. LARSON) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, our hearts go out to the peo-
ple of Oklahoma and our colleague,
Representative ToM COLE, whose dis-
trict has been devastated by the latest
catastrophe that has befallen our coun-
try.

I recall the great courage of ToMm
COLE on this floor and in his con-
ference, putting aside politics and ide-
ology and voting for relief after Hurri-
cane Sandy. As the death toll rises and
the search and rescue valiantly con-
tinues, let us not just offer our prayers,
as much as they are needed and wel-
comed, but let us act as united citizens
and send, with all due speed, relief for
the people of Oklahoma.

Disasters and tragedies should never
be about ideology or politics or geo-
graphic locale. When Americans are in
need of help, this Congress needs to re-
spond. That is who we are as a people.
That’s what leads us to become a more
perfect union.

Any American befallen by tragedy or
national disaster needs the assistance
of their Nation and their fellow Ameri-
cans. Let us act in this Congress before
we leave. Before we go on an extended
break, let us take action on behalf of
the citizens of Oklahoma.

Let us put aside and let us damn poli-
tics and ideology and act on behalf of
the American people and these people
of Oklahoma who are enduring so much
through this natural disaster.

God bless America.

———

HONORING THE 200TH-PLUS ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE SEATACK
COMMUNITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. RIGELL) for 5 minutes.

Mr. RIGELL. Mr. Speaker, this
morning I consider it a joy and really
a special privilege to rise today to
honor the 200th-plus anniversary of the
Seatack community, the oldest African
American community in the United
States.

The community, named for the sea
attack of the coast by the British
Navy, is a stalwart in Hampton Roads,
steadfastly protecting civil rights and
promoting the African American com-
munity. Throughout its proud history,
the Seatack community has stood for
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doing what is right in the face of adver-
sity.

Going back to the early 1800s,
Seatack fishermen braved the rough
waters of the Atlantic to save the pas-
sengers of a ship that had wrecked off
the coast. The men of Seatack have
fought in every major American war,
including serving as air raid wardens in
World War II to protect the citizens of
Virginia Beach from potential air-
strikes.

And when the Seatack community
needed a fire department, the Seatack
veterans from World War II came to-
gether to build the first fire depart-
ment owned and operated by African
Americans.

Even in its early days, Mr. Speaker,
Seatack has shown a commitment to
educating its youth. In 1908, Seatack
parents formed their first school at
Mount Olive Baptist Church, and a few
years later formed the Seatack Public
School League. Later, the community
provided the land for the Seatack Ele-
mentary School. And today, Seatack
continues its commitment to education
by providing funding for college stu-
dents.

Mr. Speaker, I am truly honored to
represent this amazing community
within my district. Their continuous
hard work to promote education, civil
rights, and a safe Hampton Roads com-
munity is nothing short of admirable.
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In October 2011 and October 2012, the
community celebrated 200-plus years of
being a vibrant, active, engaged, and
historical community. Thanks to the
contributions of the community histo-
rian, whom I have gotten to know and
greatly respect, Sadie Shaw, a pre-
eminent holder of all the history of the
wonderful community, because of her
and so many others, the legacy of the
historical community of Seatack will
continue to be perpetuated for genera-
tions to come.

I congratulate them as the legacy
continues. We ask that God continue to
bless that wonderful community and
this wonderful country that we’re priv-
ileged to live in.

——————

EXTENDING SYMPATHY TO THE
PEOPLE OF OKLAHOMA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. PELOSI).

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, it’s with
great sadness that I rise today to ex-
tend sympathy to the people of Okla-
homa, and especially to our colleague,
Congressman COLE, and his constitu-
ents who have been affected by the tor-
nado. We just heard our President talk
about how our prayers and our deeds
are with the people of the community.
We also just heard Mr. LARSON talk
about our acting immediately to pro-
vide the assistance to the people there;
and to the extent that Congress can act
quickly upon that, we should.

We’ve seen natural disasters come
and go. They’re all terrible. The loss of
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life is tragic, as well as the loss of
homes and belongings. It’s very hard to
see how people can be made whole, but
we are always hopeful that they will
be. People say, Where do you find hope
in a situation like that? It sits there
comfortably between faith—we believe,
and therefore we have hope—and the
charity of others, that we can work to-
gether to come through this.

Whether it’s earthquakes in Cali-
fornia, storms in the Northeast, or hur-
ricanes in the South, like Katrina, it’s
always tragic. There’s something espe-
cially deeply saddening about what
happened in OKklahoma City. It re-
minded me immediately of something
that I carry in my heart.

I went to Italy as a representative of
President Carter in 1980. It was a con-
gressional delegation to deliver U.S.
assistance following an earthquake in
southern Italy. In one small town in
the mountains that we visited, the roof
of the church collapsed. And what was
tragic about it that resembles what
happened in Oklahoma is that in that
church that day was the first grade.
They were practicing for First Holy
Communion. So every 7-year-old child
in that village was a casualty. Every
one died.

And so when there’s loss of life, of
course, it’s always tragic. Everyone is
a valuable life. But when every 7-year-
old in the village dies, it just does
something to your psyche. It’s so sad.
You grieve so deeply. It’s so hard to
console people. And it’s sad to see what
happened to the school in Oklahoma
City. Twenty little children lost their
lives, each one of them precious, all of
them the future of the community.
How deep the grief must be there. We
must try to help wipe the tears away
from that community. So many little
children.

It was a beautiful sight to see the
first responders trying to dig people
out—and successfully. There was a pic-
ture today of a little boy pulled out
from the rubble. Teachers made a val-
iant effort to cover children so that
falling debris did not harm those who
were still alive. And so whether it was
first responders or teachers or families,
it was a community coming together.
This community has suffered a great
loss of lives, a horrible loss of homes.
What was a home became debris in a
matter of minutes.

And so I hope that we all know what
our responsibility is, because these
children are America’s children. Those
that died have such an impact on the
community. We must all appreciate
the depth of the grief, the depth of the
tragedy that has befallen. I'll never,
ever forget the desperate look in the
eyes of the people in the village of the
mountains of Italy. As I said, we’re al-
ways hopeful through prayer, which
gives us strength; faith, which gives us
hope; and the charity of others, which
helps us to go forward.

So I hope it is a comfort to the peo-
ple of the region that their loss is one
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